
SPRING 2009 

• HURRY! The ACMF National Songwriting Competition closes Friday, 
September 25 

• 2009 Music for Children Ball – Another star studded gala evening. 
• ‘Music for Hope’ Project – SchoolAid Trust and The ACMF in partnership 

to commence music programs at 5 Victorian schools affected by the 
bushfires.  

• A new ACMF Music Program starts this month with the NSW Youth Drug 
and Alcohol Court Program, sponsored by The Rotary Club of Sydney. 

• The ACMF Philanthropic Choir needs more members...JOIN NOW!! 
2009 NATIONAL SONGWRITING COMPETITION...CLOSING SEPTEMBER 25

It’s only days to go to the close of this year’s songwriting competition, so get 
those creative juices flowing...LET THERE BE MUSIC!   Preliminary judging 
will get underway throughout October with the winning entries announced 
on the website, Monday, November 9. 

This year the entries started flowing in a lot earlier than usual, particularly entries via our website, and 
the local postie has been getting a workout recently too with the many mail entries!  A big thank you 
to both Nickelodeon for their support of this year’s competition with their catchy TV commercial, and 
to the Casio Brothers for their youtube promotion. 
Click here to check it out http://www.acmf.com.au/news-media.html

MUSIC FOR CHILDREN BALL 2009 - OUR ANNUAL GALA BALL

ANOTHER STUNNING STAR STUDDED EVENING! 
Bernard Fanning & Powderfinger (a world exculsive performance) 

Tom Burlinson 
Leo Sayer 

Rhythm Untapped 
ACMF All Star Band 

All provided a wonderful evening of non-stop entertainment and dancing. 



The champagne flowed as guests arrived and Ann Sanders warmly welcomed the array of celebrities 
and special guests on the red carpet.  Actors from the popular TV series Packed to the Rafters, 
Michael Caton, George Houvardas and Kate Fitzpatrick, John Waters from All Saints, along with well 
known Australian actress Paula Duncan joined the throng of glamorous people at the Four Seasons 
ballroom in support of ACMF's major fundraiser held on August 8.   

Thanks go to Adam Spencer, from ABC 702 Breakfast Radio, who was Master of Ceremonies once 
again. Special guest speaker Dr. Brendan Nelson MP (ACMF Director) expressed his belief in the 
value of music education and The ACMF’s music programs, along with Maurice Johnston, Principal at 
Matraville Soldiers’ Settlement Public School, who witnesses first-hand the benefits for his pupils.  

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CONCERT

The ACMF were invited to participate in the SUSO Concert at the Great Hall, Sydney University held on Friday 
August 21.  Don Spencer performed some of his 
favourite songs backed by the 80 piece strong 
orchestra from Sydney University and led by 
Maestro conductor George Ellis.  The show was a 
sell-out and included a performance by John 
Waters as narrator for the piece 'Carnival of the 
Animals'.  A wonderful evening for adults and 
children alike and the first in what we hope to be 
many concerts with the SUSO. 
Ho 

ACMF COCKTAIL PARTY – CLUB SOFITEL

To further raise awareness of ACMF programs, an intimate 
cocktail party was held at the Sofitel Wentworth in Sydney.  
Our guest speaker was David Gonski AC, the highly 
respected CEO Investec Bank (Aust) Limited, Chairman of 
Coca Cola Amatil Ltd and leading advocate for philanthropy 
and the Arts, and guests were also treated to a very special 
performance by the internationally acclaimed concert 
pianist Simon Tedeschi described by his musical peers as 
“one of the finest artists in the world”. 

Thank you to the Sofitel Wentworth for donating an overnight accommodation package for our raffle 
and congratulations to Glenn Wran from Datalynx who was the lucky winner. 
(Pictured left to right: Brian Wexham, ACMF Chairman of the Board, Simon Tedeshi, Don Spencer and David Gonski)  

‘MUSIC FOR HOPE’ PROJECT – SchoolAid Trust and The ACMF

The lives of all children and adults living in the communities destroyed 
and affected by the devastating bushfires in Victoria of February 2009 
have been changed forever. 

There are many issues to address but the challenges will not be solved 
by practical measures alone. Hundreds of millions of dollars have been 
raised to help re-build the towns but the journey of emotional healing for 

those affected will be long and unpredictable. Such a tragedy has never been experienced in 
Australia before. 

The emotional suffering that has inevitably occurred needs to be addressed urgently. Music can 
provide the release, joy, comfort and solace that are vital after such an incredible event.  
SchoolAid Trust has announced that they are sponsoring The ACMF music program in at least 5 



schools that were affected by the VIC bushfires.  We are looking forward to being able to help not 
only the students but their teachers, families and their extended school communities. 

Last week Don and Vicki travelled to visit some of the schools and see first-hand the devastation 
caused and experienced. Upon speaking to the principals and teachers it is evident that they are 
heroes dealing with situations they had never anticipated. The value and immediate need for The 
ACMF music program was expressed.  

While in Melbourne Don & Vicki were treated to a 
performance by the children at Sunshine Harvester Primary 
School where Mark Grunden has been working tirelessly 
each week for the past 12 months. The children then 
enjoyed being entertained by Don who performed a number 
of songs for the students. It was a very heart warming 
morning and a delightful way to conclude the Melbourne 
visit. 

NEW ACMF MUSIC PROGRAM with NSW YOUTH DRUG & ALCOHOL COURT PROGRAM 

The Rotary Club of Sydney has chosen to support our new project as part of the 
NSW Youth Drug and Alcohol Court (YDAC) Program. This Program was set up 
to address the needs of young offenders with drug and alcohol problems with the 
aim to intervene and divert them from further drug use and reoffending, through 
the provision of specialist assistance with their health, social, educational, 
offending and accommodation problems. 

Two of our ACMF music teachers commence a music program at the Residential Unit in September 
and musical instruments have been provided for the use of the residents. 

WHO NEEDS A BONGO WHEN A WATER BOTTLE WILL DO? 

Drumming has been a part of making music since man wore animal skins 
and a wonderful way to express emotions with gusto and enthusiasm. 

A class at Matraville Soldier’s Settlement School were the fortunate chosen 
ones to try something different. The ACMF teacher, Rachel, decided that a 
drumming class might be the answer to engaging some of the more 
challenging students to participate in their music lesson.  The first hurdle 
was acquiring 25 drums, knowing that would stretch the charity’s budget 
somewhat, she decided to improvise.  That is where Tranquil Natural Spring 

Water at Marrickville came to her aid, happily providing empty bottles which were magically 
transformed into drums. 

The children came to class in their normal boisterous manner, but this time, keen to see exactly what 
the fun surprise was that ‘Miss’ had promised.  Drums!!  Yes, that meant being able to create lots of 
noise, have lots of fun and more importantly it totally engaged all the students to express themselves 
through the rhythm of the drum beat.  Best of all a classroom of kids walked away feeling pretty good 
about what they had achieved and thinking they ruled the school!   

THE ACMF PHILANTHROPIC CHOIR
Don’t forget...the only note you need to make a difference is a $20.00 one!!  

To give you an idea of what your choir donation means…. 
• $20.00 from 1 person buys accessories to maintain their instruments 
• $20.00 from 8 people can pay for a music teacher for a day 
• $20.00 from 20 people pays for instruments for a disadvantaged school 

To join the choir, please click here http://www.acmf.com.au/donations.html



ACMF ANNUAL T-SHIRT DESIGN COMPETITION...’DRESSED TO EXPRESS!’

Underdog Clothing Co., a keen ACMF supporter and sponsor, 
came up with the concept of an annual competition to involve 
primary school children in design a t-shirt image competition 
with a musical theme... Music, Australia and YOU...the way 
music makes you feel! 

All the primary schools associated with The ACMF music programs were invited to participate in this 
fun competition to come up with a unique design to express the joy and fun of music and song. 

The winners will be chosen at the beginning of Term 4 and will win t-shirts for their school bearing 
their winning design and a certificate from Underdog Clothing Co.  The winning design will be 
displayed on The ACMF website for all to appreciate.  

ACMF ANGELS....
The ACMF wants to say a very big THANK YOU to the following benefactors who gave willing to 
support our not-for profit Foundation. 

� Newlight Media for their ongoing website pro-bono work and their exciting new idea for the 
choir!  All we be revealed in our next newsletter. 

� Adnet Technology Australia Pty Limited for the very generous donation of 2 Hewlett 
Packard computers...greatly appreciated by The ACMF office staff. 

� Shaw and Smith for their exquisite wine enjoyed with dinner at the Music for Children Ball 
� Fosters for supplying the beer for the ball. 
� Piper Heidsieck for their wonderful champagne that welcomed people on their arrival at the 

ball. 
� Morrisons Mercedes, Chatswood for their generous donation of a laptop. 
� Billich Gallery, The Rocks for providing the wonderful space for Faster Louder’s ‘Paint Like 

No One’s Watching’ Art Auction. 
� Statecraft for providing media strategy advice and assistance with implementation of a six 

month PR program. 
� Industry House Social Group for their donation from their Trivia Night. 
� Classic Jam for their continuing support through their performances in Melbourne. 

CHRISTMAS IDEAS...It is only 3 months away!!

ACMF Charity Christmas...Packs of 10 for $10 (plus postage) 
Don Spencer’s Children’s CDs and DVDs 
ACMF Caps 
Membership to the ACMF Philanthropic Choir for the gift that keeps giving... 
Visit The ACMF website’s shop on http://www.acmf.com.au/



TO HELP ALL AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN DISCOVER THE MAGIC of MUSIC
Make a Donation and support our Music Programs...Visit www.acmf.com.au and discover how. 

PRIVACY ACMF respects your privacy. If you would prefer not to receive further messages from this sender, 
please click on the following e-mail link and send a message with or without any text:   contact@acmf.com.au 


